
DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

2013 Commercial Shark Season 

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 
49:953, which allows the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use 
emergency procedures to set finfish seasons, R.S. 56:6 (25) 
(a) and R.S. 56:326.3 which provide that the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission may set seasons for saltwater finfish, 
and the authority given to the Secretary of the Department 
by the Commission in its rule LAC 76:VII.357.M.2 which 
allows the Secretary to establish seasons, the Secretary of 
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries hereby declares: 

Effective 12:01 a.m., January 1, 2013, the commercial 
fishery for Non-Blacknose Small Coastal Sharks, 
(bonnethead shark, Atlantic sharpnose shark, blacknose 
shark, finetooth shark) in Louisiana waters as described in 
LAC 76:VII.357.B.2 will open and remain open until 
December 31, 2013, or the federally established quota is 
harvested or expected to be harvested, unless the federal 
season for a species or species group in the Gulf of Mexico 
is closed, and the Secretary is requested by NOAA Fisheries 
to take action to enact consistent seasonal regulations. 

Effective 12:01 a.m., January 1, 2013, the commercial 
fishery for Non-Sandbar Large Coastal Sharks (great 
hammerhead, scalloped hammerhead, smooth hammerhead, 
nurse shark, blacktip shark, bull shark, lemon shark, silky 
shark, spinner shark and tiger shark) in Louisiana waters as 
described in LAC 76:VII.357.B.2 will open and remain open 
until the federally established quota is harvested or expected 
to be harvested, unless the federal season for a species or 
species group in the Gulf of Mexico is closed, and the 
Secretary is requested by NOAA Fisheries to take action to 
enact consistent seasonal regulations. 

Louisiana has a fixed closed season for the commercial 
and recreational harvest of all sharks from April 1 through 
June 30 of each year for protection of pupping and nursery 
areas, which we believe appropriate to maintain for 
conservation purposes. 

Effective with these openings, properly licensed and 
permitted persons may commercially harvest, possess, and 
sell Non-Blacknose Small Coastal Sharks and Non-Sandbar 
Large Coastal Sharks whether taken from within or without 
Louisiana waters in compliance with the rules as set forth by 
the National Marine Fisheries Service for Federal waters, 
and by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. 
Only properly licensed and permitted dealers may purchase 
Non-Blacknose Small Coastal Sharks and Non-Sandbar 
Large Coastal Sharks during the open season. The fishery for 
both Non-Blacknose Small Coastal Sharks and Non-Sandbar 
Large Coastal Sharks in Louisiana state waters will be 
closed from April 1 through June 30.  

The Secretary has been notified by the National Marine 
Fisheries Service that the season for commercial harvest of 
Non-Blacknose Small Coastal Sharks in the federal waters 
of the Gulf of Mexico will open on January 1, 2013 and that 
the commercial fishery for Non-Sandbar Large Coastal 
Sharks in the federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico will open 
on January 1, 2013.  

 
Robert J. Barham 
Secretary 
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